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ABOUT US

Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties are among the highest
in Florida for the most reported and confirmed cases of
child abuse and neglect. Since 1977, Champions for
Children has served the Tampa Bay area and envisions a
world free from child abuse and neglect. We are the leading
agency dedicated exclusively to prevention through
providing family education, support, and resources through
our nationally accredited services.

Learn more about how we build strong families
for thriving children at cfctb.org/about.
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FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

This year has marked a significant turning point in our mission to support and uplift
families throughout our community. As we continue to strive for excellence in
serving our families, we recognize that their needs are becoming more complex,
requiring a more comprehensive approach to care and support.

Recent research from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention has
highlighted the alarming prevalence of maternal suicide, revealing that up to 20%
of maternal deaths are due to suicide. This makes maternal suicide more common
than deaths caused by postpartum hemorrhage or hypertensive disorders. These
findings are a stark reminder of the critical importance of mental health support for
mothers and families, which has motivated us to intensify our efforts in this area.

wu UHj JL:L.J us serve 33,367 children, parents,
regivers this year.

To address these multifaceted challenges, we have leaned heavily into our
partnerships with other community organizations. This year we've deepened our
collaboration with the CDC of Tampa to provide comprehensive career and
workforce development, joined forces with Bay Area Legal Services to ensure that
families have access to essential legal resources. Our partnership with Tampa
Family Health Center has allowed us to launch the DULCE (Developmental
Understanding and Legal Collaboration for Everyone) program, integrating health,
legal, and developmental support for families. Through our partnership with the
Early Learning Coalition, we are reaching more professionals to offer ongoing
professional development that promotes strong relationships and collaboration
between families and professionals, enhancing support and interventions. We're
also proud to have expanded our Kids on the Block (KOTB) program in
collaboration with Hillsborough County Public Schools, to reach more students
through interactive and engaging storytelling, that empowers children with
knowledge and tools to protect themselves.

We are deeply grateful for your continued support, which allows us to build these
partnerships and expand our impact. Together, we are making a tangible difference
in the lives of children and families across our community.

Thank you for standing with us as we navigate these challenges and seize new
opportunities to serve our families better.

With heartfelt gratitude,

& l%low‘ ‘DQ(L k() > {/"'(’?1: O
Bonnie Saks, MD Amy Haile, DrPH

Chair Chief Executive Officer
Board of Directors Champions for Children |




Children in our area are
under the age of 5.

The stats tell a dim story in the
Tampa Bay area.

Hotline calls are made each day to
report cases of child abuse and neglect.

5 2 1) Of these calls are for children 5
0 years and younger.

3 800 Children are currently in the

y child welfare system.

Your partnership brings hope through prevention. Together
we are working to change the story by bringing hope to

families through education, support, and resources.

Together, we are building a brighter future.

*Data is from the Department of Children and Families and based on our

Hillsborough and Pinellas service areas.
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We use evidence-based approaches in providing children and
families with the most effective and caring service. We do this by

offering research-informed family education programming.

ACEs

Adverse Childhood Experiences
can have physical, mental,
and emotional impact well into

dulthood.
FEE L thriving, lifelong health, and
Abuse Challenges . "
wellbeing. They positively

impact child development,
Neglect even amidst adversity.

Building Blocks of Hope

: : The Four Building Blocks of
Relationships = HOPE is an accessible way of
_ | = I_m talking about the key types
Environment of positive childhood

] hat
En o experiences t
gagement promote health and

)
Emotional well-being.
Growth

Positive Childhood Experiences
are crucial for children's
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OUR IMPACT

Family Education & Individualized Support

Our classes, groups, and individualized supports are rooted in science and

designed to help parents develop skills to raise healthy, thriving children.

Parent-Child Educational Programs

Our in-home services and educational playgroups utilize research-informed
activities to help parents build strong, healthy attachments with their infants
and toddlers while learning together.

Champions' developmental screenings for children help parents learn about
their child’'s progress, what to do when there are concerns, and how best to
support them as they grow.

Community Education

Kids on the Block, our in-school educational puppet shows, teach children to
safely recognize and report abuse, neglect, bullying, and other personal

safety issues.

@ e children and adults served via
‘n‘i‘ family education

and individualized support

o’ 1,964 © 1,000

served A
breastfeeding
@ o 21,9537 %
i individuals served
h hin-h 0 0 ¢
27,375 ™5™ 4,028

children, parents, and

individuals received

professionals reached via individual participants in
community education parent-child educational
programs
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POSITIVE
OUTCOMES

@Mvwmmpﬁmﬂ@&u%[@dﬁww&i@ﬂﬂz tachments
dn@f@nﬂkl@mwmmm[bx&zbwuw-u mucadmmmm
potential. Here are just a few ways families benefited after particip
in one or more of our programs this year:

-
parents supported participants were
95045 | their child's health satisfied with
y
development quality of services

parents parents increased
increased 96% i
; . confidence
parenting skills

participants
840, connected to other
participants

Individuals Served Through Provided Services:

Developmental Checkups - 1163 Warm Line - 256  Playgroups - 1768
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Scan the QR
Code to watch

William share
his story!

WILLIAM'S JOURNEY

When William, a single father, made the decision to join
a Champions for Children’s program, he began a
journey that would transform his life and that of his
daughter’s.

William says that through his participation with
Champions, he overcame deep-rooted issues and
became the father he always wanted to be. He says
Champions for Children was there every step of the
way.

Of his experience, William says, “When my journey
into parenthood began, | was met with a mix of
excitement and uncertainty. The sheer responsibility
of nurturing a new life can be overwhelming. That's
when | found solace in our parenting class. The
shared experiences and wealth of knowledge
exchanged within those sessions were invaluable. It
wasn't just a class; it was a community that
understood the challenges and joys of parenting.”

William knew he had to see himself in a different light
to change things for himself and his daughter. Of
Champions, William says, “They are there for me. |
wouldn’t be the person | am or the father | am
without the help from them.”
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Anna recounts that her son had a tongue tie and for
her, feeding was painful. Despite experience with
previous resources, new challenges felt
overwhelming.

Anna turned to the Baby Café services of CFC's ABC
program. There, she found the guidance she needed
from our dedicated team of Board-Certified Lactation
Consultants and Certified Lactation Counselors.

“The calm encouragement that | received from [the
lactation consultants] validated my deep desire to
continue breastfeeding and motivated me to find
solutions,” Anna says.

For her, Baby Café was not just a place for
breastfeeding support—it was a lifeline that connected
her with the resources and community she needed to
thrive as a mother.

“If 1 hadn't worked with Baby Café, | may not have
continued breastfeeding with [my son],” she
reflects. Now, a year and a half later, they are still
breastfeeding successfully, and their bond is stronger
than ever.

IMPACT REPORT | 2024
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This day was special, as it marked a 30-year
partnership of KTOB with the Hillsborough
County Public Schools which began at Robles. In
the room, special guests fondly reflected on the
program’s impact through the years.

Through engaging puppetry, Champions for
Children’s KOTB program has been educating
Hillsborough County students about personal
safety since 1994 and has reached 610,246
children.

KOTB teaches third graders to recognize, report, and
seek help when facing child abuse or neglect, while
fourth graders learn to address bullying,
stereotyping, and prejudice.

Last year, KOTB reached more than 10,000
students across Hillsborough County, with 92%
demonstrating increased knowledge on abuse
prevention. Students also wrote over 3,500 letters to
the puppets, sharing their personal stories.

As Cynthia Xenick, KOTB's first puppeteer, reflects, “I
think we've done a remarkable job in the
community, and | hope it goes on for another 30
years. I'm very blessed to have been able to do
this,” says Xenick.

IMPACT REPORT | 2024 PAGE 10



Program

A community resource
providing education and
breastfeeding support to

families who are expecting a

child or recently welcomed a
new child into their life.

FRANC

A dedicated hub for

A parent-child together
learning and resource center
in South and West Tampa

Bungalow

offering playgroups,

workshops, developmental

checkups, community

activities, and support for

expecting parents and

families with children birth to

5 years old.

initiatives, activities, and
services that are specifically
focused on fatherhood,
including “Nurturing Dads”
classes, community events,
and more.

Families

A home visiting program
that offers information on
a child’s growth and
development, healthy ways
of dealing with everyday
stress, help setting and
achieving personal and
family goals, positive
parenting and discipline
skills, and connections to
community services.

House

A parent-child together
learning and resource center
in Sulphur Springs offering
playgroups, workshops,
developmental checkups,
community activities, and
support for expecting
parents and families with

children birth to 5 years old.

Kids
Block

A troupe of educational
puppets that perform
personal safety education
shows about Child Abuse

Prevention and Bullying &
Stereotyping Prevention with
elementary students.

Great
Grow

A parent-child together
learning and resource center
serving Town-n-Country and

Pinellas County offering

playgroups, workshops,

developmental checkups,
community activities, and
support in English and
Spanish for families with
children birth to 5 years old.

DULCE is a compassionate,
family-centered program
designed to support infants
from birth to one year of age
by addressing their health and

family needs within the
pediatric care setting.

Family

Center

A resource helping parents
who are in treatment for
substance abuse at Cove

Behavioral Health to ensure

that a happy, healthy family

life is a core part of recovery.

We offer parenting education

to include new mom support

groups, visitation playgroups,
reflective groups, childcare,
and child development
seminars.

Parenting &

Tailored classes, workshops,
and case management
services designed to
positively impact parenting
skills, healthy relationships
among co-parents, marriage
and couple stability, financial
health, and parenting
confidence.

Parents
Teachers

SING

TALK REAd
Community awareness efforts
focused on educating Tampa

Bay residents, especially
parents, about the
importance of developing a
child’s brain by talking,
reading, and singing
beginning at birth.

A home visiting program
that uses the most current
research to promote
healthy child development,
school readiness, and
family well-being for
families with children
prenatal through
kindergarten.
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WHAT'S NEW
AND EXCITING

With your partnership, we have accomplished so much.

Together, we have improved ways to build stronger
families with thriving children in our community. ﬂ

Here are some highlights of what we accomplished together.

We adopted DULCE, an innovative approach based in the
pediatric care setting.

We serve Tampa Family Health Center's Pediatric Center,
offering DULCE services exclusively at the Osborne location.
DULCE provides support to their parents, all during the precious
and critical first year of life.

DULCE is sponsored by Champions for Children and the State of
Florida Department of Children and Families. This program is a
program of the Center for the Study of Social Policy. We are also
grateful for our partnerships with Tampa Family Health Centers
and Bay Area Legal. Visit our DULCE program cfctb.org/dulce.

We expanded our Pinellas locations! We expanded our
Pinellas locations! We are now offering playgroups and
developmental screenings at the Kimberly Home, a pregnancy
resource center in Clearwater.

We celebrated the 30th birthday of Kids on the Block!

While the national program was established in 1977, KOTB has

had presence in Hillsborough County since 1994. The program

been providing personal safety education through puppetry for
30 years!
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K - MAKE A DIFFERENCE
- L YEAR-ROUND

BE A CHAMPION: VOLUNTEER,
DONATE, PARTICIPATE

Join us for activities during this April campaign, including our Light
the Way Soiree, as we shine a light on the path toward prevention.
Opportunities to become a Light the Way Ambassador are available.

Annual Inshore Fishing Classic

Each year, in the fall, we invite anglers to engage in a friendly
catch-and-release competition with prizes, opportunity drawings,
and our Captain's Party!

Holiday Tree ‘

During October and November, join us for our annual Holiday
Tree toy drive to bring cheer to the children and families we serve.

End of Year Campaign g@%

The end of the year offers one final opportunity to support families
and children in our area. Your year-end giving makes a
tremendous impact!

Other Ways Your Support Shines m

Host drives for toys, books, and newborn care items.
Serve on our volunteer Community Council.

Be a Child Abuse Prevention Campaign ambassador.
Host a fundraiser for Champions.

Become a company partner.
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YOUR GENEROSITY

N .
WE ARE GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
OUR MAJOR FUNDING PARTNERS

A4 N\

. ’
Children’s Board COMMUNITY FOUNDATION United Way Suncoast
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY TAMPA BAY

P
www.ChildrensBoard.org OFOE ARTA,@

ADMINISTRATION FOR ) L . £
CHILDREN & FamiLies & BayCare yr

’Es. 30

>
Q@N - T
MYFLFAMILIES.COM

HEALTHY START |, jWb

Healthy Start Al
Coalition of HIHSbyUlOJ;{h County b JUVenile Welfare Board

Every Baby Deserves a Healthy Start

Additional Support
$1,140,900

received via major gifts, foundation grants, annual funds, and other
private individual and corporate contributions.

$285,665

received via fundraising events and signature campaigns, including
the Child Abuse Prevention Month Campaign, Inshore Fishing Classic,
and the Year-End Appeal.

All figures represented in this report reflect 2023 data.
To view our 2023 Audited Financial Statements, visit
cfctb.org/about/certifications-financials
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... AT WORK

ANNUAL OPERATING RESULTS: $6,478,582

Development 6%

Administrative 14%

Total
Expenses

$6.48M

Programs 79%

books distributed to families and
children through our Talk Read Sing
initiative

children from 274 families received holiday gifts
through our 2023 holiday toy drive, with the help

of 101 sponsors!

diapers distributed to
families in need through our
partnership with the Junior
League of Tampa and
generous contributions from
the community.

All figures represented in this report reflect 2023 data.
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Broadrick Family Foundation
Conn Memorial Foundation, Inc.
Cornelia and Richard Corbett
Tampa Bay Lightning Foundation
The Spurlino Foundation

The William Stamps Farish Fund
Triad Foundation, Inc.

Carole and Steven Brannock

Hobbs Foundation

Ivon and Jane Culver Charitable Trust
Foundation

John and Betty Zehring

Peter Maltese Charitable Fund and Linda P.

Halls
PNC Foundation
The Saunders Foundation

Amy and John Haile

Brown & Brown of Florida, Inc.

Florida Blue

Kay Annis Wilson

Macy's

Malcolm C. Harris

Marian S. Winters

Radtke Family Foundation

Raymond James Financial

Regions Bank

Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

Tampa General Hospital

TECO Energy, Inc.

The Alvah H. and Wyline P. Chapman
Foundation

The Mabel & Ellsworth Simmons
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

The New York Yankees Tampa Foundation
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American Online Giving Foundation
Anne and John Gormly

Bonnie Saks and Bradley Minnen
Carden & Associates

Carey Family Foundation

Family of Joe and Terrell Clark

Florida Medical Clinic Foundation of Caring
Fred Rabow

Jean and Philip Amuso
Laura-Elizabeth Ware and J. M. Wash
Liz and David Kennedy

Love IV Lawerence Memorial Foundation
Maria and Tawfik Chami

Melissa and Scott Pierce

Prida, Guida & Perez, P.A.

Publix Super Markets Charities

Rays Baseball Foundation, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Fund

Scott and Samantha Zinober

Stahl & Associates Insurance, Inc.
Tampa L. B. Sales, Inc.

The Frank E. Duckwall Foundation
The Glick Family Foundation

The Progressive Insurance Foundation
Trenam Law

Valley Bank Charitable Fund

Viking Global Foundation

Advent Health Carrollwood
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Anne and Tom Henderson
Anonymous (1)

Argano

Bill Deen

Chad Loar

DeBartolo Family Foundation
Earl and Nancy Horton

Ferman Motor Car Company, Inc.
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Champions for Children is deeply grateful to the following private individuals, corporations, and
philanthropic foundations for their generous support. The listings below reflect the highest level of
giving within either the 2023 or 2024 to-date calendar year (listing as of September 2024). Without

you, so much of our work to strengthen families would not be possible. Thank you!

Five Oceans Advisors

Harness

Hillsborough County Medical Association
Foundation

Homes by WestBay

Lara Roeske Fernandez

Marsha Otte

Michael and Karen Bynum

Nancy de Waart

PAR Inc.

Paul A. D'Agostino and James Roney

Robert and Ann Trinkle

Robin DelLaVergne

Robin Warren

Rosemary Armstrong and Sandy Weinberg

Shutts & Bowen, LLP

Southern Glazer's Wine and Spirits

Sunshine Health

Target Corporation

Visual Edge IT

W.T. Morgan Il Family Foundation, Inc.

Ada Jean Samson

Amy Weiss and David Spirk
Apex IT

Ben Wax

Brandt, Inc.

Care Team, Inc.

Cathy J. Beveridge

Charles and Brenda Ketchey
Cheryl and Mark Stoker
Cheryl and Matt Harrell
Cirkul, Inc.

Cons Pay

Crystal and Stephen Whitescarver
Dana Kluft

Daniel Davis

Debbie and Charlie Parks
DelLaVergne & Company
Donna and Jay Anthony
Elizabeth Jenkins

Ellen S. Stichter

eVerge Group

Federated Mutual Insurance Company
First National Bank of Pasco
George and Joan Lange

Gregory Celestan

Gwen Lindsey

Gwynne A. Young

Isabel and George Adams

James and Mary Bauer

James Kovacs

Joan Wagner Zinober

JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Karen and Robert Buesing

Karen and Robert Buesing

Hon. Katherine Essrig and Kevin Napper
Kathleen M. Heide

Keith Fakhoury

Ken and Rachel Williams

Korin and Jeff Martin

Kyle and Shannon Howry

Laura Beverlin

Laura Ruden

Liana Fernandez Fox and Bob Fox
Linda and David Ward

Linda and Hon. Richard Nielsen
Liz and Stephen Reynolds

Luanne Panacek

Make Well Known Foundation, Inc.
Maria Vargas

Mark Sena and Linda Saul-Sena Foundation
Marsha and Steve Dickey

Melissa Saterbo

Merck Company Foundation
Moira J. Burke

Nikki Daniels and John Cantrell
Parents as Teachers National Center, Inc.
Parker Rabow

Paula Welenc and John Smith, Jr.
Rosemary H. Henderson

Sarah Lamy

Site Serve

Stephen and Martha Sears

Tampa Bay Wallstreet, Inc.

Tampa Family Health Centers
William and Sylvia Hahn

United Healthcare Services, Inc.
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2 WE ARE COMMITTED...

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Bonnie R. Saks | Chair
Keith Fakhoury | Chair-Elect
Dianne Jacob | Immediate Past Chair
Lara Roeske Fernandez, Esq.| Treasurer
Sarah Anderson, Esq.
Dr. Sylvia Carra-Hahn
Alexis Dion Deveaux, Esq.
Greg Hargrove
Dr. Kathleen Heide
Kyle Howry
Jim Kovacs
Sarah Lamy
Joan Lange
Selena Majeed
Korin Martin
Emily Peacock
Parker Rabow
Laura Ruden
Jon Wax, CFP
Dr. Amy Weiss
Marian S. Winters
Dr. Joan Zinober
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...TO LEADING THE WAY N

Since 2004, Champions for Children has demonstrated its
commitment to achieving the highest level of service and impact to

our community. We are leading the way and our accolades
demonstrate that.

Platinum Charl’ry' :
;r(:;n;zparency Navigator
Candid. COUNCIL + FOUR-STAR +
e
3 ~[ ACCREDITATION
M,
m /Ly’%l, ENGAGE. EMPOWER. EVOLVE.
%,
H %
= >
S FAMILY &
% FRIENDLY &
aoo TAMPA BAY
s, & 2024
s e PLATRIM

) conmecrwirius S

Champions for Children

% 0000

@cfctampabay

Learn more at cfctb. org

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN IS A 501 (C)(3) TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION
(#CH399) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE 1-800-435-7352 or (850) 410-3800 OUTSIDE OF FLORIDA. REGISTRATION DOES
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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